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About QuickBars





QuickBars is designed for quick launching of applications by the use of bars of icons that slide out from the edges of the screen.  It is designed as an alternative (or complement) to the Start Menu, the Quick Launch buttons and the Desktop.





Installation





To install QuickBars simply copy the QuickBars.exe file to a new directory.  When the program is first run it will create any additional files that it requires.





If you want QuickBars to launch each time Windows starts then create a shortcut to it in the Startup section of the Start Menu.





Creating Bars





To create bars right click on any existing bar to bring up the main window.  The use of window should be pretty straightforward.





If there are no bars defined then the main window is shown automatically.





Skins





Skins may be used with QuickBars to make the bars appear any way you wish.  To create or install a skin a directory must be created for each one under the Skins directory (created when the program is first run) and the bitmap file or files should be copied to this directory.  The directory name should identify the skin.





QuickBars supports two kinds of skin:





Full skin





This kind of skin consists of one bitmap image that contains the entire skin.  This means that the skin can be any design you wish, but may have to be altered if the number of buttons on the bar changes.





The calculation for working out the size of the bitmap is as follows:





Name:	full.bmp


Height in pixels:	54


Width in pixels:	(tab width x 2) + 6 + (number of buttons x 46)





Section skin





Section skins consist of three seperate images - one each for the two ends of the bar (though only one end will be seen at once) and one that is repeated for each button on the bar.  This allows you to add or remove buttons without having to change the skin, but is more restrictive in what you can do with the image, since it repeats.





The bitmap sizes are as follows:





Name:	left.bmp


Height in pixels:	54


Width in pixels:	tab width + 3





Name:	middle.bmp


Height in pixels:	54


Width in pixels:	46





Name:	right.bmp


Height in pixels:	54


Width in pixels:	tab width + 3





Please feel free to email me (zipped) any skins you create and I will consider including them on the web page (with full credit to the creator).





Known Bugs





On some machines the bars may flicker.  This is caused by QuickBars trying to keep itself on top of all other windows.  If this becomes a problem then add the following setting to the INI file (the QuickBars section should already exist):





[QuickBars]


ForceOnTopMS=n





n is a value in milliseconds that dictates how often the bars are forced on top, so 1 second would be 1000.  The default is 100.





Contact





Web page:	http://emmental.webhop.net


email:	onshin@yahoo.com





Licence Agreement





This program is freeware and may be freely used and distributed. It may not be made part of any profit-making software distribution without the consent of the author.





Disclaimer of Warranty





This software is provided "as is" without warranty of any kind, either express or implied, including but not limited to the implied warranties of merchantability and fitness for a particular purpose. 


In no event shall the author be liable for any damages whatsoever including direct, indirect, incidental, consequential, loss of business profits or special damages, even if the author


has been advised of the possibility of such damages.





